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Preface

Sweet Auburn Avenue is how John Wesley Dobbs described this stretch of street that,

up unfil the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, was the Main Street of Black Atlanta

and the home to individuals and institutions that would grow to national prominence.

For Dobbs, Auburn was Sweet because it offered the chance for African-Americans

I——— " the Deep South to achieve his essential ‘three B’s’ — books, ballots and bucks - or
Text... intellectual, political and economic freedom.

Desegregation and personal mobility coincided with interstate highway construction
and the cultural appeal of the suburbs to strip Auburn of many of its residents and
vitality. Its historic importance was recognized by landmark zoning statusin 1977; yet its
prosperity and building stock confinued to decline. By the 1990s, Auburn was becoming
as blighted as other Atlanta neighborhoods erased by urban renewal. Pressure from
the looming 1996 Olympics forced a fresh look at Auburn, and in 1994 the Butler-Auburn
Community Redevelopment Plan (CRP) was approved by city council.

Auburn marginally benefited from the Olympics, and in the subsequent eight years little
motion had been made on the CRP’srecommendations. Now, however, with pressure
from a strong market resurgence in urban living, Auburn Avenue is facing challenges
to preserve not only its low-scaled historic buildings but its commercial orientation. As
such, this 2005 Redevelopment Plan Update combines the earlier CRP’'s emphasis on
specific redevelopment projects with a new sensitivity to Auburn’s historic context and
narrafive.

|
Figure I:
Wheat Street, 1890
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(Image: Atlanta History Center / Atlanta Then And Now)
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The report is divided info two volumes, with Volume One subdivided into four parts to
address both the framework of the 1994 CRP and the topical focus on specific catalytic
projects and the ‘Sweet Auburn Storyline’.

Volume 1

1.0 Plan Overview

Part One describes the structure of the plan, the boundaries, the process and the main
themes. The community goals and objectives of the 1994 CRP are reconsidered and
validated.

2.0 Historical Framework

Part Two addresses the levels of historic designation and protection in the study area,
discusses the historical spectrum of the district, and posits preservation as one of several
strategies fo illuminate the area’s ‘Storyline’.

3.0 Issues and Opportunities

Part Three documents existing conditions along the same measures as the 1994 CRP,
and describes issues of foremost concern to the community.

4.0 Redevelopment Plan Elements

Part Four focuses on thirteen catalytic redevelopment projects along with
recommendations for future land use, zoning and public improvements.

5.0 Implementation and Investment Strategy
Part Five describes strategies, priorities and vehicles for implementation, especially
addressing the power of the Eastside Tax Allocation District.

Volume 2

Appendix A

The appendix includes supportfive planning documents such as meefing minutes
and summaries, zoning text revisions, economic proformas, and analytical maps. A
significant portion of the appendix is devoted to details of the catalytic redevelopment
projects.

Volume 3

Appendix B

The appendix includes supportive planning documents such as meeting minutes and
summaries, zoning text revisions, economic proformas, and analytical maps.
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